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Voting 
Location

Voter 
Turnout

Prop. 1: 
Budget
Yes/No

Prop. 2: 
Capital 
Project
Yes/No

Michael 
Miceli

Kevin 
Hutton

Randal 
Weaver

District 
Office 590 483/106 474/114 412 400 222

Munn 157 139/15 134/19 94 114 56

Taylor 282 233/47 232/45 171 185 135

Absentee 
Ballots 23 12/11 13/10 12 18 7

Totals: 1,052 867/179 853/188 689 717 420

Stories of the 
Revolutionary War 
captured the attention 
of fifth graders at Taylor 
Elementary School on 
April 30, when members 
of the Sons of the 
American Revolution 
(SAR) described the life 
and times of their direct 
ancestors.

Teacher Erin Hathaway, 
herself a Daughter of the 
American Revolution, 
arranged the visit, 
which included stories 
of farmers, soldiers and 
officers, descriptions of 
their period clothing, and 
narratives of life on the 
battlefields.

Sons of the American Revolution bring ancestry to life

On May 15, Spencerport School District voters approved the $81,151,600 budget proposal for 2018-19 with authorization to 
expend $150,000 of reserves to purchase classroom equipment. Voters also approved the 12,385,000 Capital Project 2018 with 
authorization to use of $3 million of reserves to help offset the taxpayer portion of the project.

The margin of voter approval on the budget (83%) and the capital project (82%) are the highest percentages ever recorded, and 
Superintendent Dan Milgate and Board 
President Gary Bracken have acknowledged 
this trust and expressed their appreciation 
in a joint message found on page 2.
With the budget vote now complete, the 
focus will now turn to establishing a 
tax rate. The district has projected a 0 
% tax rate increase at $24.33/$1,000 of 
assessed property value, and the Board of 
Education sets the actual tax rate in the 
summer. Once approved, the final rate 
will be communicated on our website and 
Cornerstone newsletter.

On the right is a table with a detailed 
breakdown of the 2018 results.

Thank you, Spencerport voters
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Dear Community,
We wanted to publicly express our 
appreciation to our community, for 
the approval of the school budget 
for 2018-19, Capital Project 2018, 
and re-election of two school board 
members. With an 83% margin of 
approval, we certainly appreciate 
the support, and more importantly, 
value the ongoing trust and 
confidence you have in us to 
educate our students.

Your votes validate the financial 
decisions made to ensure long-
term fiscal responsibility, minimal 
impact on our taxpayers, and 
our outstanding instructional 
programs.

As in years past, we have 
worked very hard to engage our 
stakeholders from all aspects 
of our community, including 
the Board of Education, 
administrators, staff, teachers, 
Budget Focus Group volunteers, 
district families and voters. 
This collaboration takes place 
throughout the year, not just 
during budget development 
itself, which helps us to build 
relationships, encourage open 
dialogue, and set district priorities.

Please accept our sincerest thanks 
for your time and support during 
the year and on May 15. We look 
forward to continuing our efforts 
to achieve educational excellence 
for our community’s children and 
collaborating with you each step of 
the way.

Sincerely,

Dan Milgate
Superintendent of Schools

Gary Bracken
Board of Education President

From Left to Right: Gary Bracken, STC 
Advisory Council and Board of Education 
member, Rianna Viavattene, $500 scholarship 
recipient; Gabriella Tandoi, $500 scholarship 
recipient; Dan Milgate, STC Advisory Council 
and Superintendent; and Melissa Garofalo, 
STC Advisor.

During the 2017 school year, the 
Spencerport Teachers Association (STA) 
participated in a host of community 
service events. They organized, 
sponsored, and/or participated in:

• Two First Book events in which 
they gave children free books. They 
gave away a total of 1,800 books 
at Christmas on the Canal and the 
Spencerport Fireman’s Carnival. 

• An STA Student/Teacher Basketball 
Game at which they raised $650 for 
the Ogden Farmers Library. 

• The American Cancer Society’s Making 
Strides Against Breast Cancer Walk, 
the Real Men Wear Pink campaign, 
and the Ronald McDonald Wear Your 
Stripes Challenge in which they raised 
over $5,000. 

• The sponsorship of a boys’ and a girls’ 
junior baseball team  

• Providing lunches for students that 
were attending the Think About 
Teaching Conference. 

• A hat and coat drive in which they 
provided over 200 coats, hats, and 
gloves to local families in need in 
collaboration with the Spencerport 
Central School Office Personnel 
Association (SCSOPA)

• The Jeans for Our Troops fundraiser in 
which they raised over $900.

• A donation of $175 to the Spencerport 
Senior Center in the name of each of 
our Board of Education members for 
Board Appreciation Week.

• Teachers from every building in the 
district contributed to the total $8,500 
to the STA Scholarship Fund. These 
scholarships are given to students that 
are furthering their studies.

Pictured, left to right, Rob Allen, Joe Di 
Tucci, John Kozlowski, Cheri Hall, and 
Jackie Lanpher.

Spencerport High School marks 22nd
School to Career program
The 22nd annual School-to-Career 
Partnership Appreciation Breakfast on 
May 18 celebrated the students and 
area employers who participated for 
the 2017-18 year. 

School-to-Career advisory council 
members presented two scholarships, 
with funding for these raised by 
generous contributions from Al’s 
Maintenance, Spencerport Federal 
Credit Union, Spencerport Chamber 
of Commerce, Jeff Bocach, and Nancy 
Bodhorn. 

Rianna Viavattene received $500 and 
plans to attend Monroe Community 
College to major in Business. Gabriella 
Tandoi also received $500 and plans 
to attend SUNY Geneseo to major in 
Psychology.

2017 NYSUT Community Service Award
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The annual exit survey provides an opportunity to engage voters 
on their perspectives and priorities, and this invaluable feedback 
informs decisions during the budget development process each 
year. The 2018 exit poll marked the 10th year of conducting this 
survey, and the results have aligned with past trends.

Overall voter turnout declined from 1,223 in 2017 to 1,052 
in 2018; however, we had a slight increase in the number 
of survey respondents, 265 to 295, respectively. It is worth 
noting that the number of responses or percentages 
within each question may vary if respondents  
skipped it. 

The survey results are as follows:

• Budget/Use of Reserves for classroom equipment: 265 
or 92.3% voted yes; 22 or 7.7% voted no; 

• Capital Project 2018:  255 or 90.4% yes, 27 or 9.5% no;

• Top three reasons for yes vote: 38% always support the 
budget; 25% said spending plan is reasonable; and 19% said 
they are satisfied with the school district;

• Top three reasons for no vote: 40% said opposition was 
unrelated to the budget (ex. property assessments); 35% said 
the budget was too high; 10% said they typically oppose the 
budget;

• Main sources of budget information (top responses): 
May Budget Cornerstone, 65%; district website, 20%; 
monthly electronic Cornerstone, 14%;

• Information of most interest to voters: 57%, indicated 
academic achievement; 22% said student highlights; and 7% 
indicated the tax rate and tax levy.

The questions related to demographics also serve as a reference 
for our district on overall turnout and voter relationships to our 
schools. Most of our voters fall within two groups, 36-45 and 
46-55, 29% and 24 % respectively, and 41% indicate they are 
parents of current students.

Finally, 39 respondents offered additional comments with a total 
count of 16 positive remarks, 9 negative ones, and 13 making 
suggestions.

Thank you to the voters who completed the survey and provided 
critical feedback as part of this annual process.
 

Spencerport High School marks 22nd

Q6 What kind of information about the district is of most 
interest to you? (Please select one as your highest prioroty)

Q5 The main source for information about the school 
budget were: (please check all that apply)

Poll provides invaluable feedback
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ATHLETIC NEWS

               online registration for sports
Spencerport Athletics is excited to announce that we are now 
offering the convenience of online registration (recertification) 
for sports clearances through FamilyID (www.familyid.com).

FamilyID is a secure registration platform that provides an 
easy, user-friendly way to register for athletic programs.  
The system keeps track of a student’s profile, so parents only 
enter information once for each student for multiple program/
seasons. The only update required for each season are the 
health questions and electronic signatures to participate. 

Registration begins 30 days prior to the start of your season.

Fall 2018:
Fri., July 13 –  FamilyID registration opens for  
  varsity/JV sports

Sun., July 22 –  FamilyID registration opens for  
  Modified B football

Wed., Aug. 1 –  FamilyID registration opens for  
  Modified A sports

Sun., Aug. 5 –  FamilyID registration opens for  
  Modified B sports

Registration Process:
A parent or guardian may register at  
https://www.familyid.com/spencerport-csd-athletics or through 
our website www.spencerportschools.org at Athletics and 
following the link from there. 

Please note the current physical/immunization record must 
be provided to the appropriate Health Office or added to your 
online registration. When completing the Health Questionnaire 
online you will have the option of attaching an electronic 
copy of your physical exam, immunization record and other 
pertinent health-related documents. 

Support:
If you need assistance with registration, contact FamilyID 
at support@familyid.com or 888-800-5583 ext. 1.Support is 
available seven days per week.
   
Please feel free to call the Athletic Office at 585-349-5170 with 
questions about the registration process beyond the assistance 
that FamilyID is able to provide to you.

Kathy Hoyt – Executive 
Director of Section V, with 
Coach Jamie Schneider.

Canal View students earned so many 
kindness links as part of its ongoing 
Rachel’s Challenge that Mrs. Diane 
Cummings wanted to show how happy 
she was to be “stuck” on kindness. Links 
represent an act of kindness in gestures, 
words or actions, and Mrs. Cummings 
rewarded students by being “stuck on 
kindness”.  

New

A STICKY 
SITUATION AT CV

NFHS Soccer coach of the year:  
Jamie Schneider
National Federation of High Schools recognized 
Jamie Schneider as the New York State Girls 
Soccer Coach of the Year.

Section V presented the award on May 16, when 
Schneider was honored for his accomplishments 
as a coach, including:

• Class A Western Regionals Champions

• Section V Class A Champions

• MCPSAC Division II Champions

• #1 ranking in NYS Class A

• #5 national ranking in the USA Today HS 
Sports Super 25 girls soccer teams in the 
country

• Section V Class A Coach of the Year

https://www.familyid.com/spencerport-csd-athletics
http://www.spencerportschools.org


June 2018 5

HS student inducted

Service Learning students continue

A group of seniors who are members of the Service Learning Internship Program 
traveled to the lower park at the Seneca Park Zoo on April 28 to support the 
Childhood Cancer Association’s CURE 9th annual 5K Run and Family Fun Walk. 
The 5K serves as a fundraising activity to help CURE continue its goal of helping 
families who have children who are battling cancer. The students enjoyed the day 
and understood the importance of volunteer support. 

On May 10, SLIP seniors also volunteered to help prepare the urban community 
garden. The garden is a joint project between Foodlink and St. Peter’s Soup Kitchen. 
The students spent the day reclaiming the land, cleaning, weeding, raking, shoveling, 
rebuilding garden beds and rebuilding the rain watering system. Last year the 
garden produced more than 400 pounds of vegetables for local community members. 

In March 2015 members of the SLIP Program built and planted the first garden, so 
this year’s SLIP members are eager to build on those efforts.

REMINDER: 
Physical exam 
changes effective 
July 1, 2018
To all parents of students entering 
grades PreK or K, 1, 3, 5, 7, 9, and 11 
in September 2018

The New York State Education 
Department requires physical 
examinations by a physician, nurse 
practitioner or physician’s assistant 
for students in certain grades. 
Beginning in September 2018 those 
grades are changing to grades PreK 
or K, 1, 3, 5, 7, 9, and 11.

This means there will be some 
students who will require exams two 
years in a row if they had a physical 
required this year. This is not being 
imposed on you by the district. It is a 
new mandate by the State Education 
Department, and the district must 
follow the new regulations.

When you see your physician or 
other health care provider for a 
routine annual physical exam 
this year, please ask for a health 
certificate to give your current school 
nurse. This is a good time also to 
schedule a full dental screening 
for your student and to bring that 
dental certificate in as well. It can 
take weeks to schedule a physical 
exam. Please plan ahead.

All physical examinations are valid 
for 12 months prior to the start of 
school or a sport season. Exams are 
good through the last day of the 
month in which they were conducted. 
Certificates may be hand-delivered, 
mailed, or faxed to the school nurse 
at the address/phone listed below 
on or before September 30, 2018.  
Delays may result in your student’s 
inability to be assigned physical 
education classes which could affect 
their final grade, participation in 
extracurricular activities, including 
recess or playground, and other 
club, intramural, or interscholastic 
activities.

Thank you for your prompt attention 
to and cooperation with this 
important matter.

impact on community

The Spencerport Area Chamber of Commerce 
inducted three high school students into the 
Dennis A. Pelletier Youth Hall of Fame on May 9.

The 2018 award winners are:

•  Alexis Dzus, Spencerport High School senior

•  Madison Hoadley, Spencerport High School senior

•  Andrew Huffer, Churchville-Chili High School 
senior

This award recognizes students who have 
demonstrated personal growth and achievement 
and service to community, while overcoming 
adversity.

                                           into  
Youth Hall of Fame
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HS students                                                 
for younger grades
 

Rangers represent at Special Olympics
A team of Ranger Riders 
participated in the 
annual Ride for Missing 
Children On May 18, to 
honor all missing and 
exploited children, and 
raise funds to support 
prevention and education 
programs. 

The 100-mile ride 
included a stop at Munn 
Elementary School and 
passes through Bernabi, 
Canal View and Taylor, 
where students, faculty 
and family members 
cheered on the cyclists. 
Our Ranger Riders raised 
almost $1,300 from the 
ride, and the total for 
the Rochester region was 
$98,000.  

Lost and 
Found

As the end of the school year 
approaches, please check the lost 
and found areas of your schools to 
claim belongings.

In addition, we have a blanket 
left at District Office from the vote 
on May 15. We ask the owner  
to contact Lanette Cypher,  
lcypher@spencerportschools.org  
to claim.

create toy projects

High School technology 
teacher Alex Elkins assigned 
his Engineering Design and 
Development students a task 
to create toys for elementary 
students to help teach science, 
technology, engineering, art, 
and math. Students created the 
designs, tooling, and companion 
lab worksheets for the younger 
grades to use to carry out the 
projects. 

In April, students tested the 
hands-on projects, creating rocket 
launchers and jitterbugs at Munn 
Elementary School with Ms.  
Lauren Kessler and Mr. Scott 
Schwinds’ classes. 

Spencerport                                                           for RMCstudents cheer cyclists
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Bernabi Elementary School 
held its annual Bernabi 
Reads program, when 
special guests visited the 
school, shared their love 
for reading, and promoted 
literacy. This year’s guest 
readers included radio 
host, Barry Vee, Red Wings 
General Manager Dan 
Mason, Monroe County 
Sheriff Todd Baxter and 
a K-9 unit, Ogden Police 
Chief Chris Mears, and 
Rich Caniglia from WHEC.

Thank you to all the guest 
readers!

Love of reading literacy at Bernabi

Rangers represent at Special Olympics
Spencerport students competed this year in the Monroe County 
Special Olympics on May 25. Hosted by Greece Central School 
District, our 225 athletes participated in numerous track and 
field events throughout the day. Go Rangers!



June 2018
11  Munn Field Day

11  7/8th grade chorus concert 7 p.m.

12  Board of Education., D.O. 7 p.m

12-20  Regents Exams

14  Flag Day:

 CV ceremony 9:30 a.m.

 Munn ceremony 9:30 a.m.

15  Senior cap & gown pick up  9 a.m. – 12 p.m.

15  Bernabi Flag Day ceremony 9:30 a.m.

15  Bernabi Field Day/Picnic

15  Munn Rachel’s Rally 2:30 p.m.

17  Father’s Day

18  CV 5th gr moving up 9:30 a.m.

19  Bernabi 5th gr moving up 10 a.m.

20  Hs senior b-fast/rehearsal 10 a.m.

20  Munn 5th gr moving up 10 a.m.

20  Taylor 5th gr moving up 1 p.m.

20  Last day for elem. students

22  HS graduation, SUNY Brockport, SERC 7 p.m.

Board of Education:
Mr. Gary Bracken, President

Ms. Jody Gillette, Vice President
Ms. Kate Czarnecki
Mr. David Gibbardo 
Mr. Kevin Hutton
Mr. Greg Kincaid

Mr. Michael Miceli

School Board members are elected to 
three-year terms and serve without pay.

Superintendent of Schools
Dan Milgate

Editor: 
Lanette Cypher 349-5104

Design: 
Lisa Constantine

www.SpencerportSchools.org

©2018 SCSD Public Information Office

Designed and printed at 
Monroe 2–Orleans BOCES

Cornerstone, NYSPRA award winner  
for 2015 budget newsletter 

• Elementary schools (K-5 students): Wednesday,  
June 20 will be the last full day.

• Cosgrove (grades 6-8): Thursday, June 14 will be last 
full day. Final and Regents exams will occur June 12-20.

• High school (grades 9-12): Monday, 
June 11 will be the last full day. Final 
and Regents exams will occur June 
12- 20. (Transition exam for Global 
History is on Tuesday, June 5, but 
school will be in session)

End of the school year 
2018calendar for

Don’t forget our YouTube 
channel, SpencerportCSD 

Cosgrove cafeteria
Morning radio hosts, Corey James and Whitney Young, from 98 PXY dropped in on 
Cosgrove Middle School on May 16, for a special cafeteria “take-over”. 

The event occurred thanks to Bernabi teacher Dena Olson, who shared this 
“takeover” for winning the Polar Plunge. The Team PXY crew served lunches and 
played music for students.

TeamPXY takes over

New videos from our many of our spring concerts may be  
viewed on our YouTube channel, SpencerportCSD.
https://www.youtube.com/SpencerportCSD

https://www.youtube.com/SpencerportCSD

